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THE ORDER OF  WORSHIP  
Welcome and Announcements  

Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian Church!  

We are glad to have you join us this morning! Please sign the  

attendance register and pass it back, greeting those near you. 

We ask visitors to share their contact information as well.  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

Prelude                    Charles Callahan  
“Prelude on National Airs”  

 

*Call to Worship (Responsive)                        Kevin Goeldner  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy burden, 

And I will give you rest.  

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 

For I am gentle and lowly in heart,  

and you will find rest for your souls.  

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

Let us come and worship the Lord our God.  

                          

*Prayer to Invite God ’s Presence  

 Gracious God, we come into this time of worship 

thankful for the revelation of yourself and the abiding 

strength of your Son. We seek your wisdom and guidance as 

we offer you our praise and devotion. Lift us beyond the  

burdens of our lives to accept the mantle of discipleship  

under the lordship of your Son. In Jesus' name we pray. 

Amen.  

 
*Hymn 331              National Hymn 

“God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” 
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Children's Moment                  

Following the Children’s Moment, children will remain in  

worship. Before the Scripture readings, Miss Maddie  

will invite them forward to the Prayground. 

 

Call to Confession  

 God knows we long to be faithful. God knows we yearn 

to do what is right. God knows how quickly we fall prey to the 

power of sin. Let us come to the one who will pardon and 

strengthen us that we might continue on the path of God’s 

righteousness. 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 Holy God, we acknowledge before you our  

stubborn tendencies. We desire your love and grace,  

but often we choose to walk a different path. We think 

that being yoked to your Son will limit our lifestyles. We 

can’t see the benefits of living a life of discipleship and  

devotion. Thank you for being patient with us, and forgive 

us for our shortcomings. Continue to guide and direct our 

spiritual journey toward eternity.  

 

Silent Confession  

 

Assurance of God ’s Love and Forgiveness   

 Know that you are a child of God. Know that God is 

with you through all the joys and struggles of life. Know that 

you are forgiven when you fail. Receive the blessing of God 

that you may be a blessing to others. Amen.  
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Music Ministry Congregational Sing  

Hymn 354 “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”   Battle Hymn 

Hymn 337     “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”        America 

          “God Bless America”   Irving Berlin 

 

God bless America, land that I love, 

stand beside her and guide her, 

through the night with a light from above; 

from the mountains to the prairies 

to the oceans white with foam, 

God bless America, my home sweet home, 

God bless America, my home sweet home! 

(please repeat) 

 

Prayer for God ’s Wisdom and Understanding  

 God, help us to listen to the Word you have spoken. 

Help us to listen to the one who is close at hand. Help us to 

listen to the voice that began creation. Help us to listen even 

if we don’t understand. Amen. 

 
First Reading                     Romans 7:15-25a            
            Page 157 
 The Word of God for the people of God  
 Thanks be to God  
 
Psalm 145       Hymn 42     Winchester New 

“Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure” 
 

Second Reading    Matthew 11:16-19; 25-30         
              Page 11 
 The Word of God for the people of God  
 Thanks be to God  
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Message                     The Rev. David Slyter  

 

*Hymn 8                          Melita 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

 

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)         Apostles' Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 

church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

Call to Stewardship  

 Our call to discipleship and devotion extends to every 

aspect of our lives. Our offerings are not only a necessity but 

an expectation of our devotion to God. Our gifts are as  

important as our time and talents. Sharing ourselves as a part 

of God is a response to our discipleship to Christ. 

 

Offertory            Finlandia  

“A Song of Peace” 

Sanctuary Choir 
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*Doxology           Hymn 607             Old Hundredth  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  

 

*Offertory Prayer  

 God, you are there for us in our hour of need. Help us 

as your church to be there for others who are in need. Bless 

these gifts that all your children may share in the riches of 

your kingdom. May the hungry be fed, the lost find their way, 

and the discouraged find hope through these gifts and 

through our care of the human family. Amen.  

 

THE LORD ’S SUPPER 

 

Communion Voluntary                      Hymns of Faith  

 

*Hymn 338                        Materna  

“O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 

 

*Benediction  

 Go now to care for one another.  

 Go to offer hospitality to all whom you meet.  

 Go knowing that God is faithful to us.  

 And go to be faithful to God in all that you do  

 and in all that you are. Amen.  
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*Closing Choral Response      God Be With You  

God be with you till we meet again; 

loving counsels guide, uphold you, 

with a shepherd’s care enfold you; 

God be with you till we meet again. 

 

*The Peace of Christ  

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you  

 

*Postlude                   John Phillip Sousa  

“The Washington Post March” 

Today ’s Liturgical Resources: 
The Journal of Worship Resources, Pentecost 1, Year A, Vol. 15, No. 3. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
Music Notes—Sanctuary Choir will be on vacation until  

August. Many thanks to all who have given so generously  

of their time and talents. 

 

Lunch Bunch—Today following worship we will enjoy lunch  

together at Heim’s BBQ. Guests are encouraged to join us! 

 

Back-to-School—Our Back-to-School event is almost here, 

and we still need your help to make it a success! If you  

haven't already, please consider signing up to volunteer  

using the link in the LGF emails. We still have several  

volunteer opportunities available on the day of the event, 

and every helping hand makes a difference.  

 

We're also still needing character or colorful backpacks for 

the elementary students we'll be serving. If you're out  

shopping and happen to see backpacks on sale, we'd be so 

grateful if you could pick one up and bring it to the church. 

 

Thank you for helping us share Christ's love with families in 

our community. Together, we can help students start the 

school year feeling prepared, encouraged, and cared for! 

 

Game Night— Join us for an evening of fun and fellowship  

on Friday, July 31, at 6:00 p.m. Pizza and drinks are provided. 

Feel free to bring a salad or dessert to share, along with your 

favorite board or card game. We hope to see you there! 

Sign up in the LGF emails.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

Sunday, July 5—Holy Communion  
  9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. Sanctuary Choir Warm-up 
10:40 a.m.  Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
  No Youth Group  

 
Monday, July 6 
11:00 a.m. Chair Yoga    

 
Tuesday, July 7  
12:30 p.m. Communications Meeting 
  6:30 p.m. Scout Meetings 

 
Wed., July 8  
  2:30 p.m. PCMG Small Group 

 
Friday, July 10  
5-10 p.m. Senior Center Dance, Great Hall 
 
Sunday, July 12—New Officer Installation/Ordination  
  9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:40 a.m.  Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
  No Youth Group  
 


