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THE ORDER OF  WORSHIP  

Welcome and Announcements  

Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian Church!  

We are glad to have you join us this morning! Please sign the  

attendance register and pass it back, greeting those near you. 

We ask visitors to share their contact information as well.  

Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 

 

Prelude                 Alexander Guilmant  

“Sonata III: Adagio”  

 

*Call to Worship (Responsive)           Jane Moss 

Gather, people of God, for wondrous things are about  

to happen! 

We have come from near and far, from home, work 

and play; we have come to center ourselves on God.  

People of God, we gather as a community who loves  

one another and seeks the better good for each other. 

We come with agape love. 

We are here and ready to worship the Lord who 

taught us first to love. 

Come, people of God, let us worship in praise and song. 

                                       

*Prayer to Invite God ’s Presence  

 Merciful God, as we gather as your people, we come to 

offer to you our very selves. We come to honor you and seek 

your guidance in our everyday lives. We come because we 

know this is the one place we need to be. Shower upon us your 

Spirit and your will so that we may proclaim you as Lord and 

Savior wherever we go. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.  
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*Hymn 49                                                 Leoni  

“God of Abraham Praise” 

 

Children ’s Moment                Maddie Williams 

Following the Children’s Moment, children will remain in  

worship. Before the Scripture readings, Miss Maddie  

will invite them forward to the Prayground. 

 

Call to Confession  

 We toil and complain and avoid sacrifice in doing 

God ’s will. We are reluctant to do what is clearly the right 

thing because it is often inconvenient. Sometimes we are frail 

and weak in not seeking God’s strength to carry our cross 

and do God ’s will to become better disciples and witnesses 

for Jesus. Let us come before the God of mercy and seek  

forgiveness. 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

 God, we realize that we so often fall short as we 

attempt to live as witnesses to your love and compassion. 

Sometimes we find it hard to hold fast to what is good. 

We tend to turn our heads and hearts to things that  

distract us from Christian living. Forgive us and  

encourage us to find ways every day to live generous 

lives.  

 

Silent Confession  
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Assurance of God ’s Love and Forgiveness  

 People of God, we are forgiven and loved and  

adopted into the family of God. We are valuable to God, 

and we are restored to wholeness. Christ has taken on our 

burdens and sorrows so that we may live and love as free 

people. Now, we are free to be all God has called us to be. 

Amen.  

 

Music Ministry        Johannes Herbst  

“Seek Ye His Countenance in All Places” 

Sanctuary Choir 

 

Seek ye His countenance in all places. 

for they who look upon Him and come to Him, 

they shall know His face and not be parted from Him. 

 

Prayer for God ’s Wisdom and Understanding  

 God, help us to listen to the Word you have spoken. 

Help us to listen to the One who is close at hand. Help us to 

listen to the voice that began creation. Help us to listen even 

if we don’t understand. Amen. 

 

First Reading                  Matthew 16:21-28  

                                      Page 18 

 The Word of God for the people of God  

 Thanks be to God  

 

 

 

 



5 

 

Psalm 26            Cantor: Rusty Crownover 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading                        Romans 12:9-21  
              Page 162 
 The Word of God for the people of God  
 Thanks be to God  
 
Message                         The Rev. David Slyter 
 
*Hymn 697              Hendon  

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 
 

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)          Apostles' Creed  

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 

Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the  

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  
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Prayer for the people and the Lord ’s Prayer (Choral Amen)    

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it  

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

 

Call to Stewardship  

 The passage from Romans reminds us of our  

responsibility to care for others, even our enemies. One of  

the ways we extend hospitality to strangers is through our 

offerings. The money we give may translate into hope and  

new life for someone we haven’t met, yet someone whom  

God reminds us to care about. Come to this time of offering 

with overflowing generosity. 

 

Offertory             J. S. Bach  

“God ’s Time Is Best”   

 

*Doxology           Hymn 607             Old Hundredth  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below;  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  

 

*Offertory Prayer  

 God, we bring these gifts before you that signify our 

trust in you. May these gifts multiply and minister to those 

across our streets and around the world. Amen. 
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*Hymn 718           Bourbon  

“Take Up Your Cross ” 

 

*Benediction 

 As you leave this place, may you leave knowing that 

you are loved deeper than you will ever know, blessed so 

that you might be a blessing to others so that the world may 

be blessed, and sent out to share this Good News with all the 

world. Amen. 

 

*Closing Choral Response     Dale Wood  

“May the Grace” 

 

May the grace of Christ be with you; go now in peace. 

May the love that now surrounds you ever increase. 

May God’s tender care defend you, 

strengthen, nurture, and attend you. 

Serve where God ordains to send you: go now in peace. 

 

*The Peace of Christ  

 The peace of Christ be with you  

 And also with you  

 

*Postlude                      J. S. Bach 

“Fugue in G Minor”  

Today ’s Liturgical Resources: 
The Journal of Worship Resources, Pentecost 1, Year A, Vol. 15, No. 4. 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 



11 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

Lunch Bunch—Today following worship we will meet for 

lunch at Heim’s BBQ. All are welcome! 

 

LOGOS —This week’s menu is spaghetti and meatballs,  

salad, garlic bread, and brownies! Dinner is at 6pm. 

All are welcome! 

 

Blood Drive —Please consider donating life saving blood at 

our next Blood Drive on Wednesday, September 2. Sign up 

in the Living Grace First email.  

 

LGF Bags—Living Grace Bags are available for you to take 

and share with someone experiencing homelessness. Each 

bag contains helpful essentials and a simple reminder that 

they are seen, valued, and loved. Please take a bag with you 

and keep it in your car, so you can offer it to someone in 

need when the opportunity arises. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

 
Sunday, August 30  
  9:15 a.m. Sunday School Classes 
10:40 a.m.  Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
  5:00 p.m. Youth Group  

 
Monday, August 31  
11:00 a.m.  Chair Yoga  
  1:00 p.m. Sanctuary Handbell Rehearsal 
  6:30 p.m. Scout Meetings 

 
Tuesday, September 1  
  6:30 p.m. Scout Meetings 

 
Wednesday, September 2— LOGOS & Blood Drive  
  3:15 p.m. Snack and Recreation 
  3:30 p.m. Blood Drive 
  4:45 p.m. Children choir/Youth Group Time  
  5:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
  5:15 p.m. Children and Youth Bible Study  
  6:00 p.m. Dinner 
  7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 

 
Thursday, September 3  
  9:00 a.m. PW Coordinating Team Meeting  
  1:30 p.m.  In-Touch Ministry Meeting 
  5:30 p.m. Mission & Outreach Ministry Meeting 
  5:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
    7-9 p.m. BVDR (Scout Leaders), Great Hall 

 
Sunday, September 6—Holy Communion  
  9:15 a.m. Sunday School Classes 
10:40 a.m.  Morning Worship, Sanctuary 
  No Youth Group  


