WORLD
COMMUNION

SUNDAY

The Reverend David Slyter, Pastor
Marialice Parish, M.M., Organist and Director of Music
Madison Williams, Faith Formation Coordinator




THE ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to worship at Grace First Presbyterian Church!
We are glad to have you join us this morning! Please sign the
attendance register and pass it back, greeting those near you.
We ask visitors to share their contact information as well.
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Prelude J. S. Bach
“Lord, Jesus Christ, Be Present Now"

*Call to Worship (Responsive) Claire Varnon
Righteousness comes through faith in Christ,
the righteousness from God based on faith.
Beloved, do not consider that we have made it
on our own,
but let us press on toward the goal.
And this time of worship is a step along the way.

*Prayer to Invite God's Presence

Lord of eternal blessing and hope, prepare us to
worship you in spirit and in truth. Help us to break with the
past in order to live for you today. Let us die to sin and be
found in the resurrected Christ to your honor and glory.
We ask these things in Jesus' name. Amen.

*Hymn 515 Dove Of Peace
‘| Come with Joy”



Children's Moment Leslie Goeldner
Following the Children's Moment, children ages 3—grade 3 who would like to
participate in Children's Worship may leave the sanctuary with this week’s
teachers. Following today's service, you may pick up your child in room 22.

Call to Confession

Too often we act as though “we have made it.” Too
often we act as though we had a corner on the true faith
market. Too often we have acted as though what we believe
was all true and that anyone with a different experience was
wrong. Let us come to the Lord and seek forgiveness when
we have stumbled.

Prayer of Confession (Unison)

Lord, there is no law written that we can so
perfectly obey as to achieve your righteousness. There is
no reason to be confident and boast in our achievements
for your kingdom. Hear us confess to you that we have
sinned. We try to achieve recognition and merit by our
faithfulness, but we sin in our arrogance by not believing
and having faith in Jesus. Forgive us our contempt for
trusting in ourselves and not in you.

Silent Confession

Assurance of God's Love and Forgiveness

Our forgiveness is found in Jesus by faith. What God
forgives, God forgets, enabling us to leave the burden of sin
and pray with Paul, “forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead. | press on toward the goal of the
prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.” Amen.
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Music Ministry Cesar Franck
“O Lord Most Holy"
Sanctuary Choir
Rachel Burgess, Soprano

O Lord most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O loving Father, Thee would we be praising always.
Help us to know Thee, know Thee and love Thee;
Father, Father, guide and defend us.

Rule thou our willful hearts, keep Thine our wandering
thoughts; in all our sorrows, let us find our rest in Thee;
and in temptation’s hour, save through Thy mighty power,
Thine aid O send us; hear us in mercy.

Show us Thy favor, so shall we live and sing praise to Thee.

Prayer for God's Wisdom and Understanding

God, help us to listen to the Word you have spoken.
Help us to listen to the one who is close at hand. Help us to
listen to the voice that began creation. Help us to listen even
if we don't understand. Amen.

First Reading Matthew 21:33-46
Page 24
The Word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God
Psalm 19 (Hymn 61) Christus, Der Ist Mein Leben

“Your Law, O Lord, Is Perfect”



Second Reading Philippians 3:4b-14
Page 198
The Word of God for the people of God
Thanks be to God

Message The Rev. David Slyter

*Hymn 525 Let Us Break Bread
“Let Us Break Bread Together”

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison) The Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day
he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. | believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Call to Stewardship

Paul says all he had achieved is loss, “rubbish,”
compared to the surpassing value of knowing Jesus as Lord
and savior. Let us share in Paul's knowledge by giving
generously so others may come to the realization that our
only hope is in Jesus.



Offertory Dietrich Buxtehude
“Now We Pray to the Holy Spirit”

*Doxology Hymn 607 Old Hundredlth
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*Offertory Prayer

God, we bring these offerings in support of the
ministry we share in your name. Bless them and we who bring
them that we may be faithful in our work and fruitful in what
we do in your name. Amen.

THE LORD'S SUPPER
Communion Voluntary Hymns of Faith

*Hymn 39 Faithfulness
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

*Benediction

May the Lord bless us and lead us. May the power of
Jesus’ love animate us. May the strength of the Holy Spirit
flow through us. And may the love of God touch everything
we do. Amen.



*Closing Choral Response Green Tyler
God, be the love to search and keep me;
God, be the prayer to move my voice;
God, be the strength to now uphold me:
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me.

*The Peace of Christ
The peace of Christ be with you
And also with you

*Postlude Francois Couperin
“Fugue on the Kyrie"

Today's Liturgy has been adapted from:
The Journal of Worship Resources, Pentecost 1, Year A,
vol. 12, no. 4 and vol. 15, no 4.
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This text affirms that Christian unity is not achicvement but gift, one renewed cach time we gather for the

Lord’s Supper. Each of us enters as an “1” and leaves as part of “we.” The unadorned language of this text is
well matched to the simple shape note tune that sets it here,
TEXT: Brian Wren, 1963; rev. 1993 DXOVE OF PEACE
MUSIC: American folk melody; ar, Austin C, Lovelace, 1977 8.6,8.6.6

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company
Music Are. © 1977 Hope Publishing Company



525 Let Us Break Bread Together
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1 Let us break bread to-geth-er on our knees; (on our knees)
2 Let us drink wine to-geth-er on our knees; (on our knees)
3 Let us praise God to-geth-er on our knees; (on our knees)

let us break bread to-geth-er on our knees. (on our knees)
let us drink wine to-geth-er on our knees. (on our knees)
let us praise God to-geth-er on our knees. (on our knees)

When I fall on my knees, with my face to the ris-ing sun,

This African American spiritual quite possibly reflects the circumstances of slaves attending early morning
communion services in colonial Anglican churches, but its combination of hope (“rising sun”) and

supplication (“Lord, have mercy”) speaks to many worshipers’ experience.

TEXT: African American spiritual LET US BREAK BREAD
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1988 10.10 with refrain
Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen



61 Your Law, O Lord, Is Perfect
(Psalm 19)
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1 Your law, O Lord, is per - fect, the sim -plemak-ing wise;
2 More to be sought than rich - es, your words are my soul’s wealth;
3 My strength and my re - deem-er, law - giv - er and true light,
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how pure are your com - mand -ments,en - light-en-ing my eyes!
their taste is sweet like hon - ey, im - part-ing life and health.
my words and med - i - ta - tions make wor-thy in your sight.
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Celebrating God's law in this paraphrase of the second half of Psalm 19 may seem odd if “law” is thought of
simply as a list of things not to do. But in Jewish understanding, the law is seen as a gift, because it provides
the signposts that show how to live as the people of God.

TEXT: Keith Landis, 1987 CHRISTUS, DER IST MEIN LEBEN
MUSIC: Melchior Vulpius, 1609 76.7.6
Text © 1994 Selah Publishing Co., Inc.



39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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As  thou hast been thou for - ev - er wil be.
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Great is thy faith - ful-ness! Great is thy faith-ful-ness!
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*Or “Great is thy faithfulness, O God, Creator.”

Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring,

TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923 FAITHFULNESS
MUSKC: William Marion Rumyan, 1923 11001110 with refrain
Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Puldishing Company



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Last Chance Photos—W e're creating a new church directory
with updated photos and contact information! Claire will be
taking photos TODAY, October 4, from 9:00-10:30 a.m. and
12:00-1:30 p.m. No appointment is needed just stop by and
have your photo taken!

Children’s Sabbath Offering—This year, for the Children's
Sabbath offering, we are collecting new Board Books for
Santas Helpers at Manna.

Trunk or Treat—W e will hold our annual Trunk or Treat on
Wednesday, October 28 at 6pm. We need folks to decorate
their trunks! We also are in need of candy to hand out; there
is a basket in the coffee area to drop off.

National Night Out—Please join us on Tuesday, October 6,
at Heritage Park for a fun community event! GFPC will have a
booth from 5-8 p.m. Talk to David to let him know you would
like to help!

Game Night—Please join us for a family fun game night on
Saturday, October 31 at 6pm. Pizza and drinks are provided
but please feel free to bring a dessert or salad to share. Invite
a friend! Please sign-up on the Stewardship Covenant form.

Third Sunday Lunch—We will hold another Third Sunday
Lunch on the 18th. Please sign-up to let us know you'll join us.

Lunch Bunch—uwill meet at Boo Ray's for lunch following
worship.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, October 4—W orld Communion Sunday

10:40 a.m.  Morning Worship, Sanctuary

12:00 p.m.  Worship & Music Ministry Meeting
No Youth Group

Monday, October 5

11:00 am.  Chair Yoga
6:30 p.m.  Scout Meetings
6:30 p.m.  Personnel Meeting

Tuesday, October 6
12:15 p.m.  Communications Meeting, Library
5:00 p.m.  Sanctuary Handbell Rehearsal
5-8 p.m.  GFPC Booth at National Night Out, Heritage Park
6:30 p.m.  Scout Meetings

Wed., October 7—Fall Break No LOGOS
11:00a.m.  Board of Trustees Meeting
7:00 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, October 8
5:30 p.m.  Girl Scouts

Friday, October 9
5:00 p.m.  Senior Dance

Saturday, October 10
9:00 a.m. P.E.O. Meeting, Parlor

Sunday, October 11
9:15am.  Sunday School
10:15a.m.  Sanctuary Choir Warm-up
10:40 a.m.  Morning Worship, Sanctuary
7:30 p.m.  Youth Group, Drive In
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